
Minutes of the Meeting of the Managers 
Turtle Creek Watershed District 

March 19th, 2025 
 
The Turtle Creek Watershed Board of Managers met at the Government Center in Hollandale Minnesota.  Present 
were Jeff Ravenhorst, Jon Erichson, Michelle O’Connor, Dave Vanderploeg, Steve Penkava, James Fett and Jeanine 
Vorland.  Pete Van Erkel and Att’y John Kolb were absent.  
 
Dave made a motion to accept the February 2025 minutes as presented seconded by Jeff and carried.  
 
The Treasures report showed $177,444.58 in checking and $ 212,982.69 in the CD acct.  Dave made a motion to 
accept this report subject to audit seconded by Jon and carried. Jon explained the statement of financial position 
and new format.  
 
The following bills were submitted for approval to be forwarded to Kelly—Freeborn County Auditor-Treasure:   
   Jones, Haugh, Smith Inc.  $1,650.00 (routine maintenance) 
   Jones, Haugh, Smith, Inc.  $ 3,300.00(routine maintenance) 
   Mark Behrends   $ 1,295.00 (Viewer) 
   Wesley Dahl   $     600.00(Viewer) 
   Robet Hansen   $     359.00 (Viewer) 
Dave made a motion to approve and forward the bills seconded by Jon and carried. 
 
The following bills were submitted for payment by the district: 
   Accurrant LLC   $     374.00 
   Rinke Noonan   $     681.50  
   Dave Vanderploeg  $     625.00 
   Jeff Ravenhorst   $     625.00 
   Jon Erichson   $     869.80 
   Nancy Finley   $ 3,125.00 
Jon made a motion to pay the bills seconded by Jeff and carried.  
 
James received a check from Freeborn County for the dollar amount of $194,474.00 for disbursement of Riparian 
Aid Funding paid out by the State of MN since 2017. James explained this funding is paid by the state because 
TCWD elected jurisdiction of MN Buffer Law (103F.45) enforcement on all 103.E public ditch systems within the 
TCWD. Moving forward the Freeborn County Auditor-Treasurer office will allocate these payments to TCWD when 
they are received from the state. James also received the inspection fee from Ray Kvalvog for the dollar amount of 
$1,140.00. Jon led a discussion about options for these dollars.  Dave motioned for Jon to open a CD at MBT Bank 
in Austin seconded by Jeff and carried.  
 
James reported he has received the inspection payment for the previous tiling permit from the Ray Kvalog project 
so Dave signed the application.  Permit # 03-01-25. 
 
An application for permit was submitted by the City of Austin to clean approx. 700 ft of drainage ditch south of 
Riverland college. They will restore it to the original grade between culverts and original bottom width using the 
existing culverts. Mower county SE section 33 Lansing twsp R18W. Downstream landowner has signed this 
application. Jon made a motion to grant this permit seconded by Dave and carried.  City of Austin is the contractor.  
Permit # 03-02-25. 
 
Steve Penkava gave a report on the quotes for brush control for 2025.  After discussion Jon made a motion to hire 
TBB spraying with the bid not to exceed $7,992.00 and the spraying to be completed by September 2025 seconded 
by Dave and carried.  
 



James discussed a proposal from Houston Engineering regarding a stacked hydrograph analysis utilizing the 
computerized XPSWMM and H+H model at several different locations throughout the TCWD to help understand 
how water is moving through the watershed during the 10 and 100 year rainfall events. This will help the board to 
understand the value of flood reduction projects within the district. The board requested that James work with 
Houston Engineering to make some modifications to the proposal prior to board approval.   
 
Jeanine attended the meeting with a report on Geneva Lake.  James states he has talked to Jeanine regarding 
revitalizing the advisory board and presenting some of the monitoring data to the Managers. 
 
Jon made a motion to adjourn the meeting seconded by Dave and carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Nancy K. Finley 
Recording Secretary  
 
 


