Minutes of the Meeting of the Managers
Turtle Creek Watershed District
January 21%t, 2025

The Turtle Creek Watershed Board of Managers met at the government Center in Hollandale, Minnesota. Present were Jeff
Ravenhorst, Michelle O’Connor, Dave Vanderploeg, Peter VanErkel, James Fett, and Steve Penkava. Attending remotely were Jon
Erichson and Att’y John Kolb.

Also attending the meeting were Jeanine Vorland, Dean Reed and Arlen Schamber.

The annual planning workshop and citizens advisory committee was called to order at 3:30 PM.

James reviewed the District Advisory committee purpose and need and reminded the committee they are not there to make
decisions or issue directives governing the district but, to communicate with the Managers.

Nancy distributed copies of the proposed 2024 annual report to be approved at the February meeting.

James distributed copies of the 2024 TCWD work plan for discussion, questions and suggested changes.

Each of the 13 goals were discussed and suggestions for changes documented by James who will draft a revised work plan for
the Managers approval at the February meeting.

The planning workshop was adjourned at 5 PM with a break for treats and beverages before the regular meeting.

At 5 PM the regular board meeting was called to order.

Dave made a motion to approve the December 2024 minutes as submitted seconded by Jeff and carried.

The Treasures report showed $183,705.86 in checking and $ 212,970.85 in the CD account. Pete made a motion to accept this
report subject to audit seconded by Jeff and carried.

The following bills were submitted for approval to be forwarded to Freeborn County Auditor-Treasure:

Old Republic Surety Group $ 1500.00 (bond)

Jones, Haugh, Smith, Inc. $ 2,267.50 (Deer Creek)
Robert Hansen S 299.12 (ditch viewing)
Kendall Langseth S 560.37 (ditch viewing)
Wesley Dahl S 385.00 (ditch viewing)
Mark Behrends $ 1,657.50 (ditch viewing)

Pete made a motion to approve and forward the bills seconded by Jeff and carried.

The following bills were submitted for payment by the district:

Minnesota Watersheds $ 4,286.00 (membership dues)

Mn Counties Intergovernmental Trust $1,531.00 (insurance renewal)
Craig Anderson S 300.00 (beaver tails)

US Post Office S 475.00 (box stamped envelopes)

Pete made a motion to approve and pay the bills seconded by Jeff and carried.

Steve Penkava distributed copies of the 2025 crop damage report as follows:

It is the policy of Freeborn County to set a rate of pay for crop damages that may occur due to repair, improvement,
or construction projects. This is done at the beginning of the year for the entire year.

The yield is determined by using a three-year average yield for Freeborn County from data received from the USDA.
(National Agricultural Statistics Services)

The sale price is determined by using an average sale price for “new crop” corn and beans from three local elevators
on December 13th 2024,
Corn damage rate 201.6 bushels @ $ 3.96 = $798 per acre
Bean damage rate 56.8 bushels @ $9.32 = $529 per acre

Freeborn County Crop Damage Rate for 2025 (Not planted)

It is the policy of Freeborn County to set a rate of pay for crop damage that may occur due to repair, improvement, or
construction projects. This is done at the beginning of the year for the entire year.



In anticipation of an upcoming project the County may occasionally ask a landowner not to plant the area to be worked on. This
gives the Contractor more time to complete projects and may also result in better quotes.
The rate of pay for not planted acres is $525. Per acre. This rate is based off from an average annual rental rate of approximately
$300.

The first year the unplanted acres would have no yield

The second-year yield reduction would be approximately 50% because the soil has been disturbed.

The third-year yield reduction would be approximately 25% because the soil has been disturbed

The fourth year the yield should be back to normal.

These two documents have been signed by 2 Drainage Ditch Viewers. Jeff made a motion to accept these reports seconded by
Pete and carried.

An application for permit was submitted by Ben Tilberg & Raymond Kvalog to tile in W1/2 NE1/4 Riceland Twsp #24 Freeborn
County Riceland Twsp 104N R20W. Hodgeman Drainage is the Contractor for this project. Pete made a motion to approve this
application SUBECT TO RECEIVING THE INSPECTION FEE seconded by Dave and carried. Nancy will hold this application until she
receives authorization that the inspection fee has been received at which time Pete will stamp as approved.

Jeanine Vorland attended the meeting with the following report: Due to a deterioration in water and habitat quality water levels
are being lowered in winter with an objective of a major drawdown during the growing season. A major growing season
drawdown would be expected to lower the lake about 2 feet below normal runout elevation. Substantial ice heaves have
developed on the lake. This is a natural phenomenon related to winter temperatures.

Attorney Kolb updated the board on his position regarding the JPA needing modification to reduce potential risk to the TCWD
board. He will continue to work with DNR to make additional revisions hoping to have a final revision prior to the February
board meeting.

James reported he received a call from BWSR representative wondering why we haven’t been reporting buffer compliance into
the state database after BWSR has paid over $230,000 since 2017. James will be investigating where this money has gone and
report back at the February meeting.

James and Att’y Kolb are working on a date available to host a 2-hour meeting regarding the purpose of our rules. James and
John will coordinate a date and time that works for everyone.

TCWD board has been invited to the annual joint meeting for Mower SWCD/CRWD/TCWD to be held on February 19t2025 at
the Nature Center in Austin from 5:30 P.M. until 7 P.M. Each board will have their regular meetings on that day also time to be
determined.

Nancy distributed the annual reports and requested the Managers review for approval at the February 2025 meeting.

Pete made a motion to adjourn the meeting seconded by Dave and carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Nancy K. Finley,

Recording Secretary



