Minutes of the Meeting of the Managers
Turtle Creek Watershed District
February 19t 2025

The Turtle Creek Watershed Board of Managers met at the Nature Center in Austin Minnesota for the annual joint
meeting with Cedar River Watershed District, Mower County Soil and Water Conservation District and Turtle Creek
Watershed District. Present were Jeff Ravenhorst, Jon Erichson, Dave Vanderploeg, Peter VanErkel and James Fett.
Also attending the meeting was Shelley Gorham—DNR Wildlife. Michelle O’Connor and Steve Penkava were absent.

Pete made a motion to approve the January 2025 minutes as submitted seconded by Jon and carried.

The Treasures report showed $178,246.08 in checking and $212,982.69 in the CD. Pete made a motion to accept
this subject to audit seconded by Jon and carried.

The following claims were submitted for approval to be forwarded to Freeborn County Auditor-Treasure:

Jones, Haugh, Smith Inc $ 3,255.00 (routine maintenance)
Jones, Haugh, Smith Inc. $ 8,215.00 (cty Ditch J27)
Mark Behrends $ 3,150.00 (Ditch Viewer)
Wesley Dahl $ 2,220.00 (Ditch Viewer)

Pete made a motion to approve and forward the bills seconded by Jon and carried.

The following bills were submitted for payment by the district:
Accurant LLC S 170.00
Rinke Noonan S 622.50

Pete made a motion to approve the bills seconded by Jon and carried.

Shelley Gorham with DNR Wildlife discussed the current status of Lake Geneva. The stop logs have been pulled all
winter to help initiate drawdown and there is still flow going through the outlet structure. Without heavy snow
odds of a drawdown induced winterkill are very low. The board asked Gorham if DNR could modify the lake
management plan to allow for additional winter drawdown and if DNR could re-establish regular meetings of the
Geneva Lake Advisory Committee to discuss fish, water quality, and vegetation monitoring data and management
strategy. Gorham discussed these topics and said that Jeanine Vorland is open to both of these requests and has
been working and will continue to be working on them.

A permit application was submitted by Freeborn County Highway Department for bridge/culvert replacement in
section 30 T 103 R 19 on CSAH 30 approx. 1325 north of 230%™ St Moscow Twsp Freeborn County. Public drainage
system CD 31. Pete made a motion to grant this application seconded by Jeff and carried. Contractor to be
determined. Permit number 02-01-25.

James provided copies of the 2025 TCWD work plan according to adjustment discussed by the Managers at the
January workshop. Pete made a motion to accept the work plan seconded by Jeff and carried.

Pete made a motion to accept the annual report as Nancy has prepared seconded by Jon and carried.
Nancy will forward copies to BWSR and Tim Ruzek will publish the report on the internet.

Pete made a motion to increase the beaver bounty to $75.00 per tail effective February 2025 seconded by Jeff and
carried. The beaver bounty forms for reimbursement are on the internet or available from the Managers.

James thanked everyone for attending or listening to the Rules workshop. The Rules and policy are out of date and
out of focus depending on our goals. The next step is to review the One Watershed One Plan Comprehensive
Watershed Management Plan priorities and CRWD and SRRWD rules. From there we need to determine what
needs to be changed in the rules and policy. Jon suggested he and James and any other Manager that wish to be
involved get together to discuss the priorities and go from there.



The Kvalvog violation was discussed. Last month Kvalvog received a certified letter requesting that he pay the
inspection fee. James hasn't gotten a response. Our attorney recommended sending a letter explaining the board
will consider enforcement action if the fee is not collected by March 4th.

The benefits of storage in our watershed and how adding additional storage would impact flooding across the
watershed and within the city of Austin was discussed.

At 5:30 Jeff made a motion to adjourn the meeting and move to the Ruby Rupner building for the joint meeting and
dinner provided by Piggy Blues seconded by Pete and carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy K. Finley
Recording Secretary



